University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-6-1987

Mexican Ruling Party Names Carlos Salinas as
Presidential Candidate
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Mexican Ruling Party Names Carlos Salinas as Presidential Candidate." (1987). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/993

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 76018
ISSN: 1060-4189

Mexican Ruling Party Names Carlos Salinas as Presidential
Candidate
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Mexico
Published: 1987-10-06
On Oct. 4, Mexico's ruling party announced its presidential candidate, Budget Director Carlos
Salinas de Gortari, 39, the chief architect of the government's economic recovery program. The
announcement was delivered by Jorge de la Vega Dominguez, president of the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI), at a morning press conference. Two hours later at a rally outside party
headquarters in Mexico City, he said on presenting Salinas, "You will be the next president of
Mexico."
In an attempt to heal the wounds of a bitterly fought prenomination campaign, Salinas made a
point of praising by name each of the five other cabinet ministers who had sought to be the PRI
candidate. "Our world is changing with great rapidity," he said, pleading the case of economic
and political "modernization." The PRI's decision was apparently uncertain up to the moment of
the announcement. From dawn, well-wishers had gathered at the house of another presidential
aspirant, Attorney General Sergio Garcia Ramirez, to congratulate him for what had been
erroneously announced in some local media as his designation.
Until recently, Salinas was perceived to be relatively unpopular among the party rank and file. He is
a Harvard- educated economist, respected for his intellect and skills as a political infighter. Salinas
will step down from his cabinet post as secretary of budget and planning. At a PRI convention called
for Nov. 7, he is expected to be nominated by acclamation. The presidential election will be held
July 6, 1988, for a single six-year term beginning in December. In its 58 years, the PRI has never lost
a national election. While even the PRI's opponents concede the inevitability of a massive ruling
party victory next year, Salinas will still embark on a grueling, costly campaign tour to fortify local
support.
The PRI announced last month that the campaign will be financed in part through mandatory
paycheck deductions from managerial-level government officials. Few negative views or expressions
of surprise about the nomination were aired Oct. 4 on Mexican radio and television. Nonetheless,
the decision surprised many analysts and politicians. Among six officially recognized PRI
presidential hopefuls, only Salinas had provoked open opposition within ruling party ranks. Yet this
resistance came from critics of administration economic programs and may have fortified President
Miguel de la Madrid's determination to see his policies maintained, sources close to the president
said.
According to Jorge G. Castaneda, a prominent political analyst who has often been critical of de la
Madrid's government, "The key thing is that de la Madrid was able to name him because Salinas
has some real strengths, as well as the obvious drawbacks...Even though his base is narrow, Salinas
has managed to cultivate support in diverse sectors the private sector, of course, but also among
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some older politicians and the left. And the Mexican intelligentsia, to the extent that one can
generalize about it, has a cultural and generational affinity for Salinas."
Moreover, Castaneda added, voicing a view shared even by the candidate's rivals, Salinas "is
obviously extraordinarily intelligent. He has...put together a homogeneous team. People say the
Salinas group is ready to run the country right now, and they are right." Born in Mexico City on
April 3, 1948, Salinas would be 40 at the time of the December 1988 inauguration, making him
Mexico's youngest president in four decades. "The Salinas candidacy represents a change of
generational command," said Luis Javier Garrido, a historian who has written extensively about the
PRI's internal affairs. "Youth may be his greatest political advantage."
Salinas is unlikely to dramatically reshape Mexico's independent foreign policy, analysts said,
although his genuine views on issues such as Central America may not yet be known. Many
believe he may take a tougher line on the foreign debt, demanding eased repayment terms when
negotiations are renewed in late 1988 or 1989. (Basic data from WASHINGTON POST, 10/05/87)
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